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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Claims 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed on February 23, 2009. Claims 
1-24 are pending and examined below. Claims 1-2, 8-9, 15-16 and 20-21 are amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed February 23, 2009 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response the applicant's argument that Hitchcock fails to teach generating a 
user interface display, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Hitchcock teaches this 
matter so that the user can modify the pre-populated data via the user interface display 
(column 7 lines 25-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,345,278 to Hitchcock (Hitchcock). 
With respect to claim 1 
Hitchcock teaches: 

A method, comprising: 

communicating a user interface from a server system to a client 
system via a network communication link (see col 3, lines 55-65 in 
combination with col 4, lines 23-42, note that HTML pages are 
communicated to applicant computers via the Internet), wherein 

the user interface includes a plurality of user interface 
displays configured to capture consumer application data 
corresponding to a plurality of consumer loan applications 
(see col 5, lines 21-47 and fig 9a-9c, note that a number of 
pages including form fields are presented to the user), 

the plurality of user interface displays are configured 
to receive a user input from a user of the consumer 
application data in at least one data field associated with one 
of the plurality of consumer applications selected by the user 
(see col 5, lines 21-47 fig 9a-9c, and col 7, lines 18-28 note 
that the form fields may be filled in by the user across the 
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multiple pages and that the data entered is associated with 
the institution whose application is being filled out), and 

the user interface is configured to present a sequence 
of user interface displays associated with the selected 
consumer loan application wherein the sequence of user 
interface displays is a subset of the plurality of user interface 
displays (see col 5, lines 21-47 fig 9a-9c, and col 7, lines 
18-28 note that the multiple pages are presented in 
sequences and are a subset in so far as they have been 
customized for the particular institution whose application is 
being filled out as a subset of all the application for all the 
institutions serviced by the system); 
receiving the consumer application data at the server system from 

the client system via the network communication link (see Col 3, line 65- 

col 4, line 1 1 , note that the information entered at the applicant computer 

is sent via the internet to the server); 

storing the consumer application data in a storage device, wherein 

said storing is performed by the server system (see col 5, lines 42-45, col 

6, lines 12-23 and fig 1, note that the application data is stored in the 

applicant database on the server); and 

communicating at least a portion of the consumer application data 

input by the user from the server system to the client system to pre- 
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populate at least one data field corresponding to a subsequent user 
interface display of the sequence of user interface displays for display to 
the user, wherein the client system subsequently generates the 
subsequent user interface display to include the at least the portion of the 
consumer application data communicated by the server system (see col 5, 
lines 40-41 and col 7, lines 18-29, note that the information is 
automatically inserted into subsequent applications). 
Hitchcock does not explicitly teach the data is consumer loan application data, however, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to have provided Hitchcock with the consumer loan application data feature in 
order to have processed student loan forms as taught explicitly by Hitchcock (see col 
22, lines 13-18) 
With respect to claim 2 

Hitchcock teaches selecting consumer loan applications from a group including 
various types of applications such as student loan applications (see column 22 lines 15- 
18 and see claim 1 above). 

Hitchcock does not specially teach the group of applications including an auto 
loan application, an auto lease application, a personal loan application, a home equity 
loan application, a credit card application, and a small business loan application. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to allow the various types of applications in Hitchcock's teaching to include an 
auto loan application, an auto lease application, a personal loan application, a home 
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equity loan application, a credit card application, and a small business loan application 
so that the applicants' applications can be more effectively processed. 
With respect to claim 3 
Hitchcock teaches: 

The method of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein the subsequent 
one of the plurality of user interface displays comprises a user interface display 
corresponding to a sequence of user interface displays associated with the one 
of the plurality of consumer loan applications specified by the user (see col 5, 
lines 40-41 , note that the forms are individually customized depending on the 
institution). 

(see rationale supporting obviousness and motivation to combine of claim 1 above) 
With respect to claim 4 
Hitchcock teaches: 

The method of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein the subsequent 
one of the plurality of user interface displays comprises a user interface display 
corresponding to a sequence of user interface displays associated with a 
consumer loan application other than the one of the plurality of consumer loan 
applications specified by the user (see col 5, lines 40-41 and col 7, lines 18-29, 
note that the information is automatically inserted into subsequent applications, 
and that those application might be for loans, see col 22, lines 13-18). 

(see rationale supporting obviousness and motivation to combine of claim 1 above) 

With respect to claim 5 
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Hitchcock teaches: 

The method of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein the plurality of 
user interface displays comprise hypertext markup language (HTML) documents, 
and said communicating the user interface from the server system to the client 
system comprises transmitting the HTML documents via a network 
communication protocol in response to a request from the client system (see col 
3, line 66-col 4, line 1 1 and col 5, lines 21 -26, note that the forms are HTML and 
are transmitted via the internet to the applicant computer in response to the 
Applicant choosing to fill in the application). 

(see rationale supporting obviousness and motivation to combine of claim 1 above) 

With respect to claim 6 

Hitchcock teaches: 

The method of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein storing the 
consumer loan application data in the storage device comprises: storing the data 
in a manner to be retrieved by the server system in response to customer 
identifying information (see col 4, lines 54-63 and col 5, lines 1-47, note that the 
information is retrieved from the server and automatically inserted into the form 
based on the user account of the user). 

(see rationale supporting obviousness and motivation to combine of claim 1 above) 

With respect to claim 7 

Hitchcock teaches: 
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The method of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein the plurality of 
user interface displays comprises: 

a sequence of user interface displays configured to capture 
consumer loan application data corresponding to the one of the plurality of 
consumer loan applications specified by the user, wherein the sequence 
of user interface displays being accessible to the user in series via 
actuation of a button associated with each display of the sequence of user 
interface displays (see col 5, lines 7-47, note that the forms are accessible 
via the application link. ). 
With respect to claim 8 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 1 above. 
With respect to claim 9 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 2 above. 
With respect to claim 10 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 3 above. 
With respect to claim 1 1 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 4 above. 
With respect to claim 12 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 5 above. 
With respect to claim 13 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 6 above. 
With respect to claim 14 
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See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 7 above. 

With respect to claim 15 

Hitchcock teaches: 

A method, comprising: 

receiving a user interface from a server system via a network 
communication link (see col 3, lines 55-65 in combination with col 4, lines 
23-42, note that HTML pages are communicated to applicant computers 
via the Internet), the user interface including a plurality of user interface 
displays configured to capture consumer loan application data 
corresponding to a plurality of consumer loan applications (see col 5, lines 
21-47 fig 9a-9c, and col 7, lines 18-28 note that the form fields may be 
filled in by the user across the multiple pages and that the data entered is 
associated with the institution whose application is being filled out, see 
also col 22, lines 13-18); 

receiving a user input from a user, the user input comprising entry 
of the consumer loan application data into at least one data field 
associated with one of the plurality of consumer loan applications 
specified by the user (see col 5, lines 21-47 fig 9a-9c, and col 7, lines 18- 
28, note that the data is input for one of a plurality of institution's 
applications an applicant might choose to fill out); 

displaying a sequence of user interface displays associated with 
the specified consumer loan application wherein the sequence of user 
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interface displays is a subset of the plurality of user interface displays (see 
col 5, lines 21-47 fig 9a-9c, and col 7, lines 18-28 note that the multiple 
pages are presented in sequences and are a subset in so far as they have 
been customized for the particular institution whose application is being 
filled out as a subset of all the application for all the institutions serviced by 
the system); 

communicating the consumer loan application data to the server 
system to store in a storage device (see col 5, lines 42-45, col 6, lines 12- 
23 and fig 1 , note that the application data is stored in the applicant 
database on the server); 

receiving at least a portion of the consumer loan application data 
input by the use from the server system to pre-populate at least one data 
field of a subsequent user interface display of the sequence of user 
interface displays (see col 5, lines 40-41 and col 7, lines 18-28, note that 
the information from prior applications is automatically inserted); 

generating the subsequent user interface display to include the at 
least the portion of the consumer loan application data received from the 
server system (see col 5, lines 40-41 and col 7, lines 18-28); and 

displaying the subsequent user interface display to the user (see 
col 5, lines 40-41 and col 7, lines 18-28, note that the information from 
prior applications is automatically inserted and presented to the user). 
(See rationale supporting obviousness and motivation to combine of claiml above) 
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With respect to claim 16 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 2 above. 
With respect to claim 17 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 3 above. 
With respect to claim 18 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 4 above. 
With respect to claim 19 
Hitchcock teaches: 

The method of claim 15 (see rejection of claim 15 above), wherein a portion of 
the plurality of user interface displays comprise a sequence of user interface 
displays configured to capture consumer loan application data corresponding to 
the one of the plurality of consumer loan applications specified by the user (see 
col 5, lines 21-47 fig 9a-9c, and col 7, lines 18-28 note that the form fields may 
be filled in by the user across the multiple pages and that the data entered is 
associated with the institution whose application is being filled out) 
With respect to claim 20 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claims 15 above. 
With respect to claim 21 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 16 above. 
With respect to claim 22 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 17 above. 
With respect to claim 23 
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See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 18 above. 
With respect to claim 24 

See rationale supporting the rejection of claim 19 above. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquire 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Cheung whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
6705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 10:00 AM to 
7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James Trammell, can be reached on (571) 272-6712. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see 

http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceedings is assigned are as follows: 

(571 ) 273-8300 (Official Communications; including After Final 
Communications labeled "BOX AF") 

(571 ) 273-6705 (Draft Communications) 

/Mary Cheung/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3694 
May 27, 2009 



